Uncovering the harsh realities—and the human face—
of San Francisco's injection drug epidemic. A special repart.
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Frank ambles across Market Street to
the north side, by the BART entrance
and the Burger King, across from the
main branch of the San Francisco Pub-
lic Library. A pleasant-looking, nicely
dressed Latino man walks up to him.
They clasp hands for a fraction of a sec-
ond. During that brief exchange, Frank
hands over a S10bill and receives a tenth
of a gram of Mexican black tar heroin,
tightly wrapped in a plastic ball about
the size of a pea. “That gu) )
mewell,” Frank saysas we walk up Grove
Street. “He treats me with respect, not
like I'm some lowlife.”
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?
A lot, actually. Here are four ways regular citizens can fight the injection
drug epidemic—and help people struggling to overcome their dopendonce.
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Jain us for & signature experience, including our To Kalon
Cabernet Sauvignon Library Tasting, focused on Cabernet
sowced from this prized Beckstoffer Vineyard in Cakville,
Relish in a fight of Tour limited library selections of our

Te Halon Cabemat Sauvignon, shaped by the supericr termir,
selection of specific vines and the pure anistry of our winemaker.
Aailable daily by appointment.
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shie supporters are optimistic. "1t's
poang o happen because | beliewe that
thin cily ina loving city, 0 caring city,
that has always sleppon ferward " says
Brarsled, “Whelher il was e AIDS
crmas or ievalle eschasge, thromighoat
the years we have shiwm sarse ves 1o
Tz beaaders | m i e el of compassion.”

Faor Faula Lum, s member of the
ok forow amd a doctor at Zuckerborg
San Francisoo (eeral Hosgial, 1he
signifmasor of o sgervisnd e am
e ot B bryond cesl savings Lum
s o in 190 whes Theolby gl s
first wyTinge-exchangs. (n S when 1§
wedopbed harm redhaction s edfficial pol-
v and in T whoniE b me the it
Amansmna by Lo medor bk eone, whsch
e epion] cvrrdoses, widely ol
wlde to the pulblie. The uncomditiomal
moeplance ol ibe rood of sale Injec
tion ites ks “the enginal spirit of 2an
Francison,” Lysm ssve, *which | think
e s b of v e yemars " i 1 e
e oy e et inject o Bacility—a
il wrhare d g usse e oo el e with
thsr trauins s Lheir (M wnd be
wekrnmed, res pectedd, and helped —she
s the poten bal for the oy o returm
Barite rd el com pessionaio oot amnd
[T e —
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T e rw L b wsd g, whaen
wisad @iver Uhersn 0 e mwsocst b youscun
w8 it e differenos it e kb
o ] haws (b re doiniz. When Uhey
Tl W thae et oo i wesriomg oul.
they'ro mane imscl ned ol e upand
atick with Lhe program snddotha rest
of b el menl, e courseling, olasr
| mEeTi s, g P 1 g Bl ol
Afew vears age, wo had o gl st we
wsne coicernied aboul becouse he was
am injectiondrag user. Hewas injicting
im hiw mght groin beeause he couldntt
Firsd vy rmoey werins in bis srms
Tiggs. Wlhvemn | i b obvprsecall eaca
oo, Yoo el ss=timl Iy Pasar Uhat Ehe
Irlmpm] Wz poe] Wos wonlocrresd - 0l was
making & hissing soanid. 1 sownded
like ol was s errergency Ehas smtime

eould g, Fou know wihen you bave &
Farssr Lt bbb g™ That conaplade,

Sy il 1o bra et hir nhe
elfrReicy Foom. We hid oif people
a7 i generad heopital sy e o
hdm, Shey wealked hirn 0 the EH, and the
R g mrw bien and cadlodd surgery,

With this chain of providors wanting
s Bl hism, Uhey popalied the blood
versssrl mrad he wias doing well

Alew mosibs lator, he casee Lok
b ey clline and | sabil. “1ow are o
doing? I'm so glad to see that you're
doing well and you're alive! i why
ary you back here ™ And ha said, “0db
I'm waimg. bul now it's on the lef
ide.” Thia, traly, is addiction Aler
everyLhing —where weall
toggether do bl p i — hae
finr m Wttle bot. Bat after that. he was
ingecting on the other side, That was
thee szadl realiby, Savww helped him again

*e
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I'n ik i, when we wombid nespsomd

to herein overdoses in the Tendor

Trir, i wcmld b st by paple
thelr SR
Yo dide iee Reesrty s mich of it A
thie wide open, oll day every das. out
o (he sireels mnd sdewanlks. [ would
sy P preer wiss b hind chossd doors,

ite, hallwaye, haseine

e myorw o mow Eh cppmite of that; |
Vhin iU s gervdisl dy 70 peneent cost inihe
anpmen ] 50 il e i rachonrs, Dmerssss
there are o kel mofe peaple living o8
Lhe Flrects .

Wb what we meod fo dio whether

s uulssde ar insde. We sar working
1 Ehaem—socygen, O PR, et ovlera, and
then Ehe modies come and inject Nar
van. In afew mirmstes, s perms will sit
g ] st Ll Kingg bo youn Somet imes
Ehey complEin hat vou rusmesd their
high mred v shossld B el them be.
Savmet imes. Ghaw £ hrow mp on you and
coenplain, You fry to help thene, and
vk what yow can S them, but yi
gt cosimae busch the et day ard the

s e sor ded i same Thing
L2

IRk U R A E a5
BT Of RANETY LAIF T
waricL L Aranciicn Deodsiren of
Fuiske Hesith

Aloi ol the peogd e 1hat we care for bave
Ioved pretiy i .

liwes, Yiou tadk t0 some prople sbout

I amel frwswe

their milmtanoe of chodoe, and ey
ol il ] Rl slbwoisl B0 3 i 1 Bary' onoe
anelatinfiihip e i s has e, il
Lheir comjuaition, (s (B person Uhat
getet et rough megh perodkeof feee

If yom think showt how long ik
Lo Rhars cispH ng werc i nisma
ahirwa g, B reverser thal, or hel p peo-

oo e o i sbralangiers, caen e
il alsil ol lime aed persistence. We
s e Ll protaers Wi e Lo b
as heealthy a Ehey can bes ulkl
Ehal is upinwhat the person ieready for
B thart mvsne Uiy wank o stop using
abrugs. greal, weTlget thermon i hal juth;
i 1t means ey ol resdy Lo sbop
s drugs, well, how can we Feduos
Ehe harma? And {hasn we Lry
Pl alonga spect rum of change toward
something. We Iy bo ol d oet hope that
things can be different for peaple

ey

Ao [

W bry bn employ s strengl k- hasod
approsch, Semeoee has survived o
Lhisaahversity sred Uiy have pcher ol
ofsorart Uhings 1hat they have nosdoed
to get them threugh the day, o
Ehrough Uhe years, Dl Uhey ve o
arvmd hing that's allkraws] | hem B0 sur-
wrvw, mn fhary st v snmee stnengbha
they've brought to the table. So how
can e e ify those streegths srdise:
Ehivi b hidp somseons Aesd o wiy Toe
il T e o 11 da o Btk le 16E ol & dis
oowvery For Ehe chierd. They mighl not
e | hares hovss s henving < rengitha. For

bt indomitsfying Lkt for them
mna] maving, “Hew, you'ee reslly goas] st
this You @et your needs mel, oF you
Krsow how bo focus when vou really
sl to, s bet's find ways 1o baild on
Ehose srenghs.” B




